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THE PLACE OF JESUS *

I am deeply grateful to you for the generous purse tfeat
you have given me on behalf of the semi-starving millions of
India.

You, Sir, sent me due notice yesterday of the very impor-
tant question that you have repeated this morning, viz., the
place of Christ among the great teachers of the world. I have
many engagements between now and 10-30 ; therefore, and also
for other reasons into which I do not want to enter, I would fain
have avoided this question. But on the principle that has guided
my life that I must take things as they come to me, unless I
find it utterly impossible for me to cope with them, I propose
to devote the very few minutes that I have at my disposal to
answering that question.

I say in one sentence that for many many years I have
regarded Jesus of Nazareth as one amongst the mighty teachers
that the world has had, and I say this in all humility. I claim
humility for this expression for the simple reason that this is
exactly what I feel. Of course, Christians claim a higher place
for Jesus of Nazareth than as a non-Christian and as a Hindu
I have been able to feel. I purposely use the word ' feel' instead
of ' give', because I consider that neither I, nor anybody else
can possibly arrogate to himself the claim of giving place to a
great man. The great teachers of mankind have had their places
not given to them, but the places have belonged to them as a
matter of right, as a matter of service that they have ren-
dered ; but it is given to the lowest and humblest amongst
us to feel certain things about certain people. The relation bet-
ween great teachers and ourselves is somewhat after the style
of relation between a husband and a wife, It would be a
most terrible thing, a tragic thing, if I was to argue out intel-
lectually for myself what place I was to give to my wife in
my heart. It is not in my giving, but she takes the place
that belongs to her as a matter of right in my heart. It is
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